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GOV. FRENCH' INAUSURAL AMGRESS,
Serinerierp, December 8, 1846,
Fellow Qitizens of the Senale,
and Ilouse of Represeatatives:
In presenting myself before you for t
first time, previous to assuming the re
ponsibility of my official doties, 1 cannot
permit the occasion to passwithoup meking
known to the people of this Statethedeep
sense of gratitude that I feel for this mark-

ed expression of their confidence : and L}

know of no way in which I can more fully
express the sense of the obligation under
which ¥ feel myself placed, than by the
ready manifestation of an earnest desire
to discharge all the duties which may be
imposed upon me by the constitution and
laws of the State, with a careful regard
to the wants, wishes and iaterests of the
ople.

p.ll))uring the past season, an ever kind
and watchful Providerce has crowned the
labors of industry with all needful bless-
ings ; preserved all the great interests of
State ; and secured to the people general.
ly, the unimpaired continuance of social,
civil, and religious liberiy.

These priceless bLlessings, so far supe.
rior to those enjoyed hy the great majori.
ty of mankind, demand of us the profound.
est gratitude to the Great Giver of them
all.  While favored with & rich profusion
for all our tempor:] wants, we have cause,
also, to rejoice in the rapidly reviving
prosperity of the country generally, and a
comparative relief from the financial em-
barrassmente, which for a long time pres.
eed so heavily upon the hopes and energies
of the people. ~ Blinded and misled by a
false and deceptive view of the trua state
of things ; encouraged on +ard hy the glit
ter of a delusive prosperity ; we were ia.
cautiously drawn into measires, serionsly
involving the hopes and expectations of
individuals, and the interests of the S:ate.
Itis unnecessary to enter minutely into
the causes which led to our present State
embarrassment, as they have been often
repeated. and are familiarly known to ail.
From) the general features, exhaustless
fertility of' soil, peculiar adaptation and
natural resources of our State, it seems
clear, that, for a long time to come, the
agricultural will continue to be the pre-
dominant interest. The current of busi-
ness and the hahits of our people, as well
as a sound enlightened publie policy, ren.
der the maxim, that “few laws are requir-
ed to answer all the purposes of good gov.
ernment,” peculiarly applicable to our
condition. These laws ought to be plain
and simple, interfering as little as possi-
ble with the free, voluntary employment
of capital and labor. Perhaps one of the
most striking features in our American
forms of Government, ia seen in the fuct,
that a large portion of the delegated pow-
ers are designed to operate in a kind of
negative character, to be employed rather
in restraining the action of those whose
interests or inclinations would lead them
to disturb the general community of rights
which are free alike to all, than to direct
or control the various kinds and relations
of business and industry. If there is any
thing which distinguishes the nature and

of any other nation, it may be found in
that freedom from restraint accorded to
every man, \0 pursue whatever calling his
inclination or interest may dictate, provid.
e/ he encroach not upon the rights of oth
ers. If it be true that but few gencral
laws are needed to answer the wants and
interests of a free people, it is also true,
that frequent changes iu our public statu-
tes may becomo a serious grievance.-—
Experience teaches. that, with the excep-
tiou of extreme cases, it is usually far
more prudent to wait patiently the opera-
tion of a law, natil its results ean be fully
knowa, than to change it for another
whose effect upon the general interest can
neither be estimated nor foreseen. It is
believed that the too common ambition for
change of laws, peculiar to new States,
for every seoming imperfection or incon-
venience, may be more laudably employed
in removing real defects in existing la vs,
than by frequent radical changes in the
old, or an accumulation of new laws. To
frame a judicious system of laws, founded
upon the principles of free government,
and in exact harmony with it,wisely adapt.
ed to the wants, interests aml necessities
of the people, embracing all their mast

tensiveiy minute as to become irksome,
inguisitorial or oppressive, isan ohject
much to be desired, though seldom realia.
ed. It is impossible to shut our eyes to

of our legislative history; or the difficulty,
a3 regards soms of them, of seeking out
and applying the proper remedy. lIn all
" endeavors to effect this ehject, and
_which little permanent good can’

1o fullow, harmony and con.
ion are indispensable. What.
it to be done wi'h united
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strong signs of en gement. The
lurge amount of our private indebtedness

sales of the public lands, the unegamp@f.
icreas@’in the number of ouf population;
nd comgequently wenlth, a fair hrkﬁi

vidamce of incressing. probperity, and
of “onf-advanicement inﬁkﬁ ‘t#h: means o
substantial improvement and w.alth,. To,
these may be added the late arrangement
eutered into with the holders of Canal
Bonds, by which we have the assurance
that the canal will be.cowmpleled atan
early day. Irthe bond holders shall fully
comply with the stipulations agreed upon,
it isconfidently expected that the State
will fulfil all obligations resting upon her.
When this great work shall be completed,
[ feel confident that the revenue to be de-
rived from it, with the other means de-
signed to promote that work, will, in a few
years, be adequate to the discharge of the
entire canal deh? ; leaving the internal
improvement, with some other miscella-
neous items of indehtedness. to he provi-
ded for. It is not to be disguised, that
any attempt to make eflectual provision
for the payment of our public deht, must
encounter difficulties, It is apparent that
there exists in the public mind a kind of
vague and painful apprehension, that the
efforts now making by the people to meet
a portion of our indebtedaess, are of little
avail, and that they are wasting 4¢heir en-
ergies to very little purpose. . ‘The uncer-
tainty which hangs over the exact amount
of our liahilities, has contributed muel. to
produce this unfortunate state oftie public
feeling, and can only be corrected by the
adoption of some gourse which shall elicit
its true amount, It is conceived that this
may be done at small expense, and with
no great difficulty. [ do not feel myself
called upon at present to recommend any
increase of taxation ; but it occurs to me,
that, with the exception of the cannl debt.
the best plan we can adopt in the present
condition of our public afiairs, is, to make
provision for immediately rofunding the
residue —By refunding the bofds and
scrip, the debt will be converted into one
unif rm transferable stock. This will
require but small expense, proliably less
than we have already suffered by counter-
feits, and will possess the advantage of
reducing tha whole matter into a clear
and tangible shape. For the arrear of
interest due upon the bonds, a deferred
stock of similar chwracter might be issued,
differing only in that it bears no interest
fora number of years.” By adopting this
line of policy with our State honds and
sciip, our debt will not be increased, while
we shall be enubled to ascertain the pre-
cise amcunt of our existing liabilities with
certginty, and the amount required to meet
the interest. T'o this course, it is be-
lieved our creditors will interpose no oh.
jection, hut cheerfully acquiesce, as it will
velieve them from risks to which they are
now exposed. [t will also remove diffi-
culties which lie in theway of the pay-
ment of interest by any one not familiar
with the character of the different forms
of our indebtedness, some of which arise
out of the relation which the several issues
of our State Bonds bear to each other.

All our available means ought gradual.
ly to be brought into such condition that
they can be applied to the payment of our
debts. As it is doubtful if any appropria-
tion will be hereafter made by the Legis-
lature to put in repair the raiiroad from
Springlield to Meredosia, 1t may be of ad-
vantage to the State to dispose of it on
some terms, with the provision that it be
kept in repair and operation. The State
lands ought also to be brought into mar-
ket, to be disposed of at fair prices ; and
all debts due to the State from individuals
or corporations, put in train for cpeedy
adjnstment.  An opportunity will saon be
affurded the people, under an amended
Constitution, of rednecing the number of
the members of the Legislature, by which
thousands may be saved to the State, and a
stricter economy, generally, introduced
into the public service.

At the time of the passage of the law
requiring the banks of this State to put
their affairs in process of liquidation, there
were those who honestly doubted the
propriety of a measure so stringent in its
provisions, and who looked forward with
apprehension 1o dizasters which they fear.
ed would follow from it. But time has
fully justified its object, and the expediency
of its general provisiong; and we may
date the commencement of our returning
prosperity to the passage of that law. —
When its provisions shall have been fully
carried out, baoking iostitutions in this
Swuate will be at an end ; and it becomes
& question of serious magnitude to the
people, whether sound policy will justify
the establishment of another, when we
may look forward with almost posiuve
certainty 1o a repetition of the saine scenes
through which we have so lately passed.
A few years have taught us many things
contiected with this suhject, which we

re slow to learn. From an habitual
and unwary confidence in the integrity of

institutions, we came at last to
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again to take their chan
sen of uncertainty and ‘confusion
haye ladely passed. IEwe form

ton fromihe current ofevents which have
attended the winding up of the affairs of

roncy, taken in connection with the agri-
cultural character of our people, it can
hardly be doubted that capital will as
readily scek this State for investment—be
as securely invested, as well asisafely and
properly managed—as eonstantly employ-
ed, and rendered as practically useful in
all the relations of business, and at the
same time preserve as ‘safe and sound a
currency under forms of association under
general laws, as with the aid of banks ;
while the community will be relieved from
the dangers which are always attendant
upon them.

Notwithstanding the many attempts of
former Legislaiures to providea suitable
militia system for the state, the result is,
that the whole matier is hut little else than
@ dead letter upon the statute book. It is
evident, that, to secure the success of such
a such a system, it must be so modified,
that. while it conforms to the spirit of cur
tnstitutions, it will ealist the hearty e>-
operation of the peoprie. We can hardiy
atiach too much importance to this almost
exclusive arm of our defence, nor unwarily
overlook contingencies which may arise
when a well trained militia may consti-
tute our sole reliance against immediate
and formidable dangers. 'The popular
and well founded jealousy of standing ar.
mies, peculiar to free governments, in-
creases the obligation we owe to our pres.
ent and future security, to cherish with
great care this mighty safeguard of our
institutions. A more favorable time to
make another effort can hardly be expect.
ed again soon to occur, or when we. can
count with greater certainty upon a
cheerful enlistment of the popular feeling
in its favor. It seems to me, that by so
changing the requisition of existing laws
as to adopt the volunteer, instead of the
coercive principle, which is now applied
to all within certain ages, adding provis-
ions having more immediately in view the
complete and eflective drill of the soldier;
giving also to the superior officers ade-
quate power to concentrate companies
mto larger bodies, at specified places,
within preseribed districes, for a more ex-
tensive and thorough practice, will be
much more likely to-answer the purpose
which the friends of an efficient militia
system are anxious (o realize,

Among the great variety of subjects
which lay peculiar claim to the attention
of the people and the Legis! ture, none
rank so high, or are entitled to greater
consideration, than that of the subject of
our common schools, It addresses itself
toevery citizen of our State, from its inti-
mate conuection with the love of social,
civil and religious liberty., Some of our
most valuable.citizens are turning their
attention to the subject ot common schocls,
with a zeal and disinterestedness worthy
of high commendation; but without the
assistance of the Legislature, & a cheerful
co operation on the part of the people,
their labors will prove comparatively
weak and insufficient, It cannot r:ason-
ably be expected, that, in the present
condition of our State, with some parts of
it thinly settled, any definite system can
be devisedy which will be absolutely per.
fect in its practitial operations, or which
can realize the utmost wishes of all. This
inconvenience,
diminishing, and in a few years, will, to
a great extent, cease to exist. Complaints
are {requent, that township funds in some
sections of the State, are 'so ignorantly
or willfully mismanaged as to be of little
or'no benefit. Ifthese complaints be well
founded, some efficient Legislative pro-
vision ought to be made to prevent such
gross wroug in future.

I wish here to offer a remark in refer.
ence to an unfortunate class of persons
among us, who, though few in number,
are not less eatitled to our commiseration:
I mean the insane. While we make
provisions for the poor,whether their pov.
erty result from their vices or misfortunes,
we overlook this class, whose conditon
is far more helpless and deplorable, and
{ most sincerely recommend them “to the
Legislature as proper subjects of our
sympathy and care,

We are just entering upon the discharge
of the highest and most impeortant , duties
pertaining to civil government, and it is
most earnestly to be hoped, that, in every
vicissitude of our legislative lahors, we
shall keep steadily in view the Constitu-
tion of ourcountry, and the interests of
our common constituents. The princi-
ples upon which our Goverment is found.
ed, are plain and simple: and by carefl
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into some vacant lots, where it struck, &
then bounced some fifty feet further up a
hill. fa its passage it struck a youig
man named James McClory, on the back
of the head and right shoulder, smashing
them into pieces. The face alone re-
mained attached to the body by the skin
of the neck. Mr, William Holland, one
of the partners, who was directly in front
of the boiler, had his head taken clear off.
it was carried away by the boiler, and all
the remains found were the scalp. the top
of the skull and one ear. He was a mar
ried man, and leaves a wife and two chil-
dren. He was foreman ofthe establish.
ment.  MecClory was a pattern maker,
and was running the engine at the time
of the explosion. He was 'a single man.
A boy numed Wm. Wilson, 16 or 17
years of age, was struck by some missile,
and also scalded—his wounds are consid-
ered mortal. Another boy, named W
Linton, was thrown out into the road, and
scalded, but nut dangerously— he is 12 or
L1 years age. A boy named Jones was
also scalded,
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~(ZMr. F. W, Capwell, the duguerreo.

typist, is now in Lockport. He is author.

izedto obtain subseribers for the Signal.
THE MESSAGES,

We publish in to day’s paper the mes.
sage of Gov, Ford on his retirement from
office, and also the inaugural of Gov.
French. -

Governor Ford's message is brief, but
contains a true history of our State affairs
during the last four years. It reflects
much honor upon the Governor, and
should be observed as a pattern by those
who elongate such documents to such a
length that few ever read them. Gov.
ernor Ford bas had a difficu’t time in
conducting the affairs of our State, but by
his patriotism and independence, he has
shown himse!fto be worthy of the impor-
tant station he occupied. During his
administration the changes which have
been made in the prospects of the State,
are truly gratifying. He rays that it is
with joy he reiives from public life, but
his merits are too highly appreciated by
the people to permit him to enjoy his re.
tirement for any length of time.

The message of (' vernor French, we
hope will be read by all who take an
interest in the future welfare ofour State.
It bolds up the right policy, and its rec
omendations are obviously necessary.—
The Governor's views o: banking are
decidediy democratic, and we feel assur-
ed that during his ad.ninistration at leasr,
the State will mot be cursed by another
of those shaving machines. The mes.
sage is ably written, and shows that the
people have reposed their conlidence and
trust upon one who is abuadantly wor.
thy.

GexNeraL Scorr.-- [t is stated that
Gen. Scott and Staff, have le/t Washington
for the'seat of war, his destination is said
to be '!"i't'npico. It is reported that the
new Regiments of Volunteers called for
by the President are to bii}placed under
his commwand. He will probably march
to meet Santa Anna. If peace is not
soon concluded we may expect to hear of
something, before long,that will bring the
Mezicans to their right minds.

Nerra Carovisa.—Hon, W. P. Man-
gum has been re-elected to the United
Siates Senate, for six years commencing
oa the 4th of March next, by the legisla-
ture of North Carolina.

———

Tue luportance or Oxe Vore—At
the late election in New York, Mr. Bur-
chard, of Oneida, and Mr, Montague, of
Ulster, both whigs, have been elected to
the Legislature by a majority of only one
vote. This shows the necessity of every
voter attending the polls, at each election.

(7Joha Baxter,who was to be hung at
Monmouth, on the Oth inst., for being

attention to them. our labors will _hardly
fail to be comparatively easyand p ' me
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ertions worthy of the cause that t

engaged in, at the next trial, the ques
of “How is Maine,” will be answered.—
‘The democrats, undoubtedly, will have a
majority on joint ballot. 'The officialre-|
turns show the election of only thres Con.
gressmen, viz: Hommonds, democrat;
Belcher, whig; and Williams, democrat.

Hox. Gaoree McDvurrie.—This dis-
tinguished statesman has sent to the Gov-
ernor of South Carolina his resignation,
by which the United States Senate will
lose an able member.

We learn from the Washington Union
that the rumor of Robert Dale Owen's

appoiniment as minister to Beazil, is in.
correct.

Not a¥ra1v or “Ruix.”—A company
composed of the most wealthy andinte!.
igent citizens of Portland, Meine, has.re.
cently been formed at that pince; for the
manufacture of irun, under the title of the
Portland Iron Company. Their capital is
said to be $250,000and they are making
arrangements for goinginto the manulae.
ture ofiron on & larga scale.

0TIt is said that Edmunﬁurko; Su.
perintendant of the Patent Office, wili re.
sign that station, and assume the editor.
ship of the New Hampshire Patriot.

0 Gov. Fords communication to the
Legisiture in relation to the Mormon Dif.
ficulties, has been received, but too iate
to give it an insertion. [t is an able doe-

ument and reflects great credit on its
author. fal

(TSeveral Whig papers in Ohi‘c o
placed the name of Thomas Curwin a!

their mast heads, as a candidate for the
Presidency in 1848, 2 i

Legislative Correspondence,
Sepinerieup,Dee. 7, 1844,

DEeAR Sirs:—As | am a looker on in
this city, and have a few moments leisare,
[ will devote them to giving you a briet
account of the proceedings of our Legis.
ture, which convened this day.

The Senate organised by electing H.
W. Moore Esq., of Gallatin, Secreiary,
and N. D. Elwoo.l Esq., ot your piace
assistant Secretary, both of whom are
excellent officers and worthy of the piace
they fill. Wum. J. Cline Esq., of Kane,
was elected sergeant.-at-arms, and F. D).
Preston enrolin : and engrossing clerk.
Lieut. Governor Weils will probally
take his place as President of the Senate
in & day or two; meanwhile Hon. Joln
Moore presides with his usual prompt.
ness.

The House of Representatives called
Mr. Underwood, of St. Ciair, to preside
protem, and chose Murry McConnall, of
Morgan, to act as clerk profem. After
the members had been qualified, the
House proceeded to the eiection of Spesk
er, whereupon Hon. Newton Cloud, of
Morgan, received seventy-two votes and
S. L. Logan (whig.) of Sangamon, thirt
six votes. Ofecourse, therefore, Mr Cloud
is Speaker, and a man better qualified to
discharge the ‘responsible duties of that
station could not be found. He has the
entire conltidence of the House.

After Mr. Cloud was copducted to
his seat, he addressed the House in a
briefand approprinte manner. The Houvse
then proceeded to the election ofits other
officers. = John McDonuell, of F ayet'e
Co., was chosen Clerk,and Win. W.Pace
assitan' clerk.  Androw A. Gallaway, of
Lu Salle Co., was elected Enroling and
Eugrossing clerk; Joha A. Wilson door.
keeper, and I. G. Davidson, of Fulton, as.
sistant.  The House then sent a message
to the Senate, with information they were
organised and ready for business.

Gov. French hasbeen in town some
weeks, and will soon take the reins of
State government into his own bands.—
Gen. Cuoley, of Quincy, will be Secreta.
ry of State. The Governor’s health is
not yet good.

Gov. Ford will deliver his last mes-
sage inaday ortwo, and in my humble
Judgement, the pevple have reason to re-
gret that they are 50 soon to lose the pub.
lic services of that distinguished man.
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election, are to be. . npri co
of the two Houses, at 10 o’clock te-mor-
row i fler which will follow the
inauguration of &O?Gon:or_-.ﬂiﬂ. his
m the appointment of Committess
inemilouul, and then for bu!llali
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Drar Sms:—We have in this town, snow and

sleet, mud and ratn, cold and wanm, het, 8l-
most wimalianeoualy. At this moment, a linls

henee 18.Yery uncertain,
“ Yesterday the Senate met tha House in the

‘1arne, and W witness the inauguratvan of Gover-
nors French and Wella, ‘The [nnugaral sddress

table dacament ; anl o far a9 his views con-
cerning futare policy are shadowed forth in it,
they are roosidered sound, No man is mors
friendly 1o ti.e Canal than Gov. Freach. He
seems 10 possess in & goud degree the confidence
of #il parties. ATE - <

The forennon of 10-day, in llu_‘lloua, was oe-
cupied ia discusaing & motion 10 pine a1 enp-
dlm lan-

it8 of tha Governar's address in
quags. By tha Whigs and seme of the Democrats
it e mova was opposed, on the groand of expense,
while those syme inea occapied suffizient time of
the Hous:, to cnst the Ntate five times as much as
the whole printing of the message will cost. And
fnally it was ordered by a Inrgs majority that
tvo thonsend aumber of the document she:ld
s peinte !l An the  Gannau lang.mgs. This
18 right.  "The Garmans are rettiing in our coun-

iry—they #re industrious mnd worthy citizens ;

and hy all means, every opportunity for making
Afem acquained with our institutions should be
improved.  In this way they may be induesd to
study our langiage~-to xssunualate themselves o
0us masners nod customs, «nd to becomes attach-

#d as g ongly as an “Amedican Citizés,” w our
government and laws,

e Sennte and Houvsa this day resol ed ta meet
irgether, avl g1 into the election of a Unitel
Suites “enator, on Saturday next.  Judgs Doug-
lass will dowhiiess he the favored man,

Asusunl, there are somes grntiemen wh are
dicansed ta Jdevote the first few dags of the sassion
ta %ldunramba™ ; skl thers s tess « £ that spint
manifested than has snmetinas herstofors beaa
exhibited. A general disposition pravails e
mase the ses3ion as shoot a3 possible. . But lile
can be aceamplizshed by way of Legiclation uatil
tho Comunittess are appointed, which has not yet

beon doas—though it 1s understc o that they will
be annmaurced soun.

Lieut. Gov. Moore made an affecting
larewell addiess to the Senate yesterday,
on his retiring from his post as r,
Lieut. Gov. Wells then took bhis place,
and delivered an appropriate addrass to
the honorable body over which he is to
preside,

Yours, &ec.,
OREGON.

Frem the N. Y. Herald,

Particulars of the wreek of the Steamer At-
lantie,
ox WepNEsDAY TuE 25TH oF Novewssg,
It is with feelings of the most painful
nature that we find ourselves constrained
to publish the particulars of the loss of the
once magnilicent steamer Atlantic, and
She had, comparative-
Iy, & small number of passengers. If she
bad been crowded as she usually has Seen
the disasier would of course have been
more*dreadful and terrible in its results.
‘The passengers for this ill-fated steam-
er left Boston at balf past fire o’clock on
Wednesday afternoon. They proceeded
over the Worcesiér and Norwich Roads,
and reached Aliyn’s Point at half past
eleven on that night. There they went
on buard the Atlantic. She left for New
York hetween twelve and one o’clock on

"There were hetween sevonty and ei
persons on board in all, including passen-
gers, officers, craew, and servants.

The Atlantic got well underway, and
was running along finely, when the steam
chest exploded, and almost at the same
moment the wind shifted from the sorth-
east to the north-west, and blew almost &
perfect hurricane.

The stcamer was thrown into the
of darkne usion, and

snow nfantles the carth, but how it may beaa hour
Représentative Hall, 1o canvass the Electing re-
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